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Welcome	to	this	special	issue	of	
Celebrations	magazine,	focusing	
entirely on the 2022 AFCC National 
Conference.	It	provides	information	
on the program of educational and 
social	events,	information	about	
presenters	and	their	topics,	travel	
and	accommodation	options,	as	
well	as	registration	and	payment	
instructions.
Welcome to this special issue of Celebrations 
magazine, focusing entirely on the 2022 AFCC 
National Conference. It provides information on  
the program of educational and social events, 
information about presenters and their topics, travel 
and accommodation options, as well as registration 
and payment instructions.

We look forward to sharing this exciting event with 
you and feel completely confident that you will come 
away in high spirits after an entertaining, educational 
and inspiring few days!

Join us in Adelaide, Australia’s most liveable city.  
In fact, according to The Economist Intelligence  
Unit’s Global Liveability Index for 2021, Adelaide 
is the third most liveable city in the world. Come 
and say hi to any of our hard-working, enthusiastic 
Conference team members, the “Top Hat Team”.  
You won’t miss us! We are here to help.

In the middle of winter you will be warm and cosy 
at your Conference venue with CBD restaurants 
and shops within easy walking distance of the 
InterContinental Hotel. If you’re looking for an early 
morning walk or jog, the path along the Torrens,  
runs almost past the door. Or you may prefer to 
simply relax and enjoy the comfort, hospitality and 
ambience of our lovely venue.

Please read this Celebrations issue thoroughly  
– it will answer most questions re matters relating  
to the Conference. If anything still needs clarification, 
please email the Conference team at  
Conference@afcc.com.au

Sandie Meyer, Gill Potter (Convenor), Chris Byrnes  
and Michael Elwood – your Conference core planning team

 
FROM YOUR 
CONFERENCE TEAM 

Welcome



It	gives	us	much	pleasure	to	welcome	
you	to	this	year’s	Conference	to	be	
held	in	this	awesome	location.	The	
InterContinental	Hotel	sits	in	the	
centre of Adelaide on the thriving 
North Terrace precinct with all the 
facilities	and	services	you	expect.	
Experience	the	height	of	luxury,	
comfort and elegance with the hotel 
on	the	banks	of	the	River	Torrens,	
providing premium accommodation. 
There	is	easy	access	to	the	Adelaide	
Festival	Centre,	Convention	Centre,	
Museum	and	Casino	and	to	the	
Illuminate	Adelaide	Festival	which	
will be held throughout the area 
during July. You will have unrivalled 
opportunities	to	explore	the	city.
Main speaker sessions and the Come to the Cabaret 
Gala Dinner will be held in the spectacular, pillar-less 
Ballroom, the height of sophistication and style. 

THE VENUE 
THE INTERCONTINENTAL HOTEL

To book at the special Conference rate of $175 
please click on the link under Accommodation 
Options further in this Celebrations edition.
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THE VENUE 
THE INTERCONTINENTAL HOTEL

2022 CONFERENCE 
PROGRAMME

5

Day 1 – Sunday 24th July
3:00 to 5:00pm: You’re invited to “sign in” and 
collect your personalised Conference gift from the 
sign in desk located down the grand staircase at the 
InterContinental Hotel. Join colleagues in the bar 
for a coffee, wine or beer (self-funded) and if you’re 
a first time delegate or flying solo, you’ll be warmly 
welcomed and introduced to your fellow Celebrants. 
We thank retired Celebrant and Conference delegate 
Sue Oliver for volunteering to assist first-time and 
solo delegates. National Committee representatives 
will also be available for a friendly chat from 4:00 to 
5:00 pm adjacent to the sign-in desk.

5:00 to 7:00pm: Welcome Cocktails: Join us for 
drinks and finger food in The Atrium (hotel ground 
level). Kick off our long overdue Conference in style. 
Catch up with old friends and meet new ones. 

After 7pm you can enjoy some free time, perhaps 
gather with friends and share dinner in the hotel or 
at any one of the many great restaurants in the area 
within easy walking distance (lists will be in your 
Conference pack).

Day 2 – Monday 25th July 
7:30am: If you couldn’t sign in on Sunday afternoon 
please sign in and collect your Conference pack any 
time from 7.30 am. 

9:00 am: Sessions commence promptly. (Morning, 
afternoon tea and lunch included) 

• Welcome to Country – Aunty Georgina

• Key Note speaker – Li Cunxin – The power  
of story

•  Panel Discussion on developing skills to respond 
to challenging circumstances 

• Main speaker Wendy Haynes on crafting inspiring 
ceremonies and celebrations followed by a 
practical enactment of inspiring ceremonies

• AGM and introduction of National Committee

Monday	sessions	finish	by	5:00pm	then	delegates	
walk or ride tram to Adelaide Town Hall 

5:30 to 6:30pm Lord Mayoral Cocktail Reception 
at the Town Hall. After the reception you can enjoy 
some free time, perhaps gather with friends and 
share dinner in the hotel or at any one of the many 
great restaurants in the area within easy walking 
distance (lists will be in your Conference pack).

Day 3 – Tuesday 26th July
9:00am. Sessions commence promptly. (Morning, 
afternoon tea and lunch included)

• Main group speaker Doris Zagdanski on 
Communication in Diverse Contexts.

Optional Concurrent Sessions Delegates will be able 
to choose from four optional sessions from the eight 
listed below, with two to be chosen from group 1 and 
two from group 2. Selections do not need to be made 
at the time of registration. After you have registered 
you will receive a personal email requesting that you 
make your choices. Speaker biographies and session 
information can be found further in this issue to assist 
you to make your selection:

 
Group 1

• Professor Richard Bruggemann – Developing 
Awareness of Disability and Our Professional 
Responsibilities

• Ngahuia Trewartha – Honouring the Moments 
that Matter

•  Wendy Haynes – Mindfulness: Supporting 
Individuals to Engage in Honest Conversations

•  Susan Gallina - Marketing on Social Media

 
Group 2

• Michael Elwood – Running an Effective Rehearsal

• Kirrily Mitchell – Legal Considerations

•  Doris Zagdanski – Grief and Young Children

•  Anthony Burke – Writing a Unique Ceremony that 
Truly Reflects the Couple

Tuesday	sessions	finish	at	5:00	pm,	concluding	with	
the announcement of the location for the 2023 
AFCC National Conference.

Celebrations Issue 125
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7:00pm until late: we can share in a night not to be 
missed! The Come to the Cabaret dinner with pre-
dinner cocktails 6:00-7:00pm, followed by a three-
course meal, drinks and an evening of music, dancing 
and entertainment will be a fitting finale to celebrate 
the conclusion of our educational programme. After 
two days filled with top class training, it’s time to relax 
and unwind, networking with friends, both old and 
new. Partners and guests are more than welcome. 

 

Day 4 – Wednesday 27th July 
9:00am to 3:30pm: You’re invited to stay on and 
enjoy a special day of networking, camaraderie, 
celebration and fun, including art, food, wine  
and retail. 

Leaving at 9am from the InterContinental Hotel 
and heading to the historic town of Hahndorf in the 
Adelaide Hills. Hahndorf is classified as Australia’s 
oldest surviving German settlement with people of all 
cultures and ages enjoying its charm and hospitality.

Our first stop will be a visit to The Hans Heysen 
Gallery and Cedars and will include touring both Hans 
Heysen’s studio, Australia’s oldest artist’s studio able 
to be viewed, his daughter Nora Heysen’s studio, as 
well as the Heysen family home, Cedars. Some 200 
original works of art can be seen in changing displays 
in the studios and the house. We can spend time in 
the charming garden that changes with the seasons 
and wander along the Artist’s Walk to discover some 
of Heysen’s favoured painting sites. Our time here will 
also include a coffee stop.

You will then have a chance to stroll the tree-lined 
main street of Hahndorf and discover butcher,  
baker and candlestick makers, shops, galleries and 
studios, a cheese maker, leather smith, jeweller,  
a craft brewery, winery cellar doors, gin distillery, 
chocolatier, traditional sweet shops, German-style 
pubs, multicultural restaurants and cafés. Hahndorf  
is a true village of authentic artisans and producers.

It will be to the German Arms Hotel on the main street 
that we stop for lunch. It’s fair to say the German Arms 
Hotel is one of South Australia’s most iconic watering 
holes having won plenty of plaudits and their fair 
share of followers over the years. But while its rustic 
character and age-old charm haven’t changed, today 
they are recognised as one of the finest contemporary 
pubs in the state. Lunch will be followed by a wine 
tasting courtesy of Hahndorf Hill Wines. Our wine 
maker Jack will come to the German Arms for this so 
we can remain seated and relaxed. We will have you 
back to the InterContinental Hotel by 3:30pm.
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Li Cunxin AO was born into bitter poverty in rural 
Qingdao, China in January 1961, but the love of his 
parents gave him hope and courage to be someone 
great. When a delegation from Madame Mao’s 
Beijing Dance Academy arrived at Li’s commune 
school to find suitable children to study ballet and 
serve in Chairman Mao’s revolution, it was the start  
of Li’s remarkable journey. He was 11 when he left 
home to begin a seven-year harsh training regime 
from 5:30am to 9:00pm, six days a week at the 
Beijing Dance Academy. He was awarded one of the 
first cultural scholarships ever endowed in China to 
study in America. Li graduated as one of the best 
dancers China has produced. 

He was discovered by Ben Stevenson, one of the 
world’s most respected teachers, choreographer and 
the Artistic Director of the Houston Ballet as part of 
the first US cultural delegation to communist China. 
Li subsequently defected to the West in 1981 and 
once a free man, he danced with the Houston Ballet 
for sixteen years and became one of the best dancers 
in the world. While dancing in London, he fell in love 
with an Australian born ballerina with a major ballet 
company in England, Mary McKendry. They married 
in 1987, and in 1995 moved to Melbourne with their 
two children where Li became a principal dancer  
with the Australian Ballet.

At age 35, Li started to plan his next career after 
dancing and he enrolled in accounting and financial 
courses. In 1997 he began his study at the Australian 
Securities Institute by correspondence with a view to 
becoming a stockbroker. For his final two years with 
the Australian Ballet, he rose at 5:00am to start ballet 

training, then raced to the stock exchange by 8:00am 
to work as a stockbroker until noon. Li became  
a successful investment adviser and senior manager 
at one of the biggest stockbroking firms in Australia. 
In 2012, Li followed his dance passion and became 
the fifth Artistic Director of Queensland Ballet in 
Australia. He still holds that position.

Li’s Autobiography, Mao’s Last Dancer, was published 
in 2003 and immediately hit the top of Australia’s 
best sellers’ list. It is in the 56th printing and has 
been published and sold in over 20 countries. Mao’s 
Last Dancer was made into a blockbuster film in 2009 
and won several international prestigious awards.

Li was named Australian Father of the Year in 2009. 
In July 2016, Barbara Baehr and Robert Whyte from 
the Queensland Museum named a newly discovered 
spider species Maratus licunxini after Li Cunxin. In the 
2019 Birthday Honours, Li was appointed and Officer 
(AO) of the Order of Australia for “distinguished 
service to the performing arts, particularly to ballet, 
as a dancer and artistic director”.

Li’s unique story of determination, passion, integrity 
and love describes a journey filled with dreams 
shattered and revitalized. It is an empowering 
tale with so many lessons. As a motivational and 
inspirational speaker, he has spoken in many and 
varied forums around the world; Li’s unique real 
life story works so effectively with the theme and 
objectives of our Conference. It is a story that can 
touch people deep in their hearts and will inspire  
us to recognise the importance of diversity and 
inclusion in our ceremonies. 

MAIN SPEAKER 
PROFILES

Li Cunxin AO 
Keynote Speaker – The Power of Story
Panel Member –	Developing	Skills	to	 
Respond	to	Challenging	Circumstances

Note: The advertised program 
has been planned in good 
faith, however unforeseen 

circumstances may alter the 
advertised program. Delegates 
will be advised of any changes.

Celebrations Issue 125
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What will strike you immediately upon meeting 
Wendy, whether at work as a Celebrant, in the 
classroom, online, or in the street, is her warmth, 
kindness and innate ability to understand and listen 
deeply. Despite her extraordinary skill set she has the 
ability to connect with people she meets as peers 
and with genuine interest and curiosity, enabling 
honest conversations about life’s real issues – 
relationship and marriage, death and dying, stress, 
mourning and challenges, or joy and celebration.

Wendy has been a family Celebrant for 27 years – 
weddings, namings, community funerals, intimate 
home funeral ceremonies, memorials, special 
birthday celebrations and divorce ceremonies. Since 
2003, she has provided professional development, 
Celebrant mentoring and resources to Celebrants 
around the world. She is an award-winning Celebrant 
and the author of many Celebrant related books and 
resources.

Wendy is a qualified Yoga Teacher and in 2015 
became a practitioner and facilitator of the 8-week 

Mindfulness Based Stress Reduction (MBSR) Program. 
Wendy attended an International Intensive Training 
in Nonviolent Communication (NVC) and has since 
studied NVC Mediation, Convergent Facilitation and 
other foundational NVC programs. Wendy regularly 
hosts Ongo: Everyday Nonviolence, empathy circles 
and mindfulness programs online.

Wendy developed the acclaimed six-month program, 
‘Celebrating this Precious Life, Honest Conversations 
about Death and Dying’ bringing together her skills 
in celebrancy, mindfulness and NVC. As a skilled 
facilitator and Celebrant, Wendy also creates safe 
and meaningful spaces online where people can 
share their mourning and celebration.

Wendy’s underlying commitment is to mindful 
presence and supporting individuals and groups 
to engage in honest conversations even if they are 
difficult. She also happens to love movement, singing 
and laughing which is helpful in this field!

Wendy Haynes 
Main Group Speaker	–	Difference	and	Diversity	 
in Ceremony
Breakout Speaker	–	Mindfulness:	Supporting	 
Individuals	to	Engage	in	Honest	Conversations
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Doris has worked in the field of grief education and 
support for grieving people for almost 40 years. 
Much of this time has been spent employed in and 
around the funeral industry in roles such as National 
Training Manager and General Manager Queensland 
Funerals for InvoCare, from where she retired in 2021 
after a 27-year career. She is also an experienced 
Funeral Director and Funeral Celebrant.

Doris is the author of seven books on themes around 
loss, grief and empathy – subjects which she speaks 
about with passion and authority. She ties this in 
with a strong focus on the areas of customer service, 
communication skills and business success.

She is considered to be a “thought leader” in her 
field and has worked across Australia and New 
Zealand as an organisational trainer and Conference 
speaker. Her extensive client list includes:

• Queensland Police Service

• Lifeline, Gold Coast

• Australian Federation of Civil Celebrants  
(AFCC Enrichment Program)

•  Palliative Care Victoria

•  Griffith University, Qld

•  Australian Funeral Directors Association

•  Queensland Fire and Emergency Services

•  Ronald McDonald House

•  Centennial Park, Adelaide

•  Australasian Cemeteries and Crematoria 
Association… and more

She is also an active community volunteer, giving  
her time as a judge for Australia’s annual Grieve 
Writer’s Competition which sees up to 1000 entries 
every year. In Queensland, she is a regular supporter 
of the Homicide Victims Support Group and the  
Care For Life/World Suicide Prevention Day. Doris 
was born and raised in Geelong, educated at  
Monash University, Melbourne and now lives on  
the Gold Coast.

Doris will present a main group session on 
Communication in Diverse Contexts as well as 
presenting a breakout session on Grief and Young 
Children. Doris will also join our panel discussion 
on developing skills to respond to challenging 
circumstances.

Doris Zagdanski 
Main Group Speaker – Communication  
in	Diverse	Contexts

Breakout Speaker – Grief and Young Children

Panel Member	–	Developing	Skills	to	Respond	 
to	Challenging	Circumstances

Celebrations Issue 125
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Professor Richard Bruggemann 
Developing	Awareness	of	Disability	 
and	Our	Professional	Responsibilities

Ngahuia Trewartha 
Honouring	the	Moments	That	Matter

The opportunity to continue to make a difference  
in the lives of people living with an intellectual 
disability is something the 2021 South Australian 
Senior Australian of the Year Professor Richard 
Bruggemann, cherishes. 

The award winner has provided expert advice to 
governments and been a long-time advocate for 
disability services, legislation, inclusion and rights.

A dedicated volunteer, Professor Bruggemann has 
sat on more than 20 non-government boards and 
committees during his career and is a prolific writer 
on topics relating to the disability community and  
has provided expert advice to governments on 
disability services, legislation, inclusion and rights.  
He welcomes any opportunity to promote the 
message of inclusion of all people in the community, 
including those with an intellectual disability.

In this session, Professor Bruggemann will look at 
forms of disability, what they look like in practice, 
implications for supported decision-making, authentic 
communication and our professional responsibility.

Ngahuia Trewartha is a Civil Celebrant and Spiritual 
Mentor. Her ceremonies involve creating a space 
to honour the importance of life, death, connection 
and celebration. She started her business sharing 
spiritual guidance and wellbeing 22 years ago and 
has worked as a leading member in her community 
for even longer. As a Celebrant, she works within the 
philosophy of Mana: inner power. She empowers 
those she works with and creates the opportunity  
for them to tailor their own experiences. 

We are defined by our connections and our own 
beliefs and impactful ceremonies involve honouring 
and valuing those connections. The importance of 
ritual was something ingrained in Ngahuia from a 
young age. Maori culture values tradition, community 
and the Rites of Passage and this background has 
shaped the work Ngahuia does to this day. 

Through her Retreats or her Ashes at Sea Ceremony, 
Ngahuia works to facilitate authentic and memorable 
occasions, honouring the moments that matter. 
She believes in ensuring that people feel heard, 
honoured and understood during those times. 
With years of experience and wisdom in holding 
sacred ceremonies, Ngahuia takes her role as a Civil 
Celebrant as an opportunity to guide people through 
their most significant milestones.

ADDITIONAL 
BREAKOUT SESSION 
SPEAKER PROFILES
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Susan Gallina 
Marketing on Social Media

Michael Elwood 
Running	an	Effective	Rehearsal 
Conference	Master	of	Ceremonies

Susan is an experienced Media and Communications 
specialist with a demonstrated history working 
in government communications across multiple 
agencies. Skilled in communication, strategic 
planning, social media, design and writing, Susan 
is a marketing professional with broad skills and a 
Bachelor’s Degree in Communications and Writing 
from the University of South Australia.

Susan has also spent the last 16 years as a 
Marriage Celebrant and Celebrant trainer for The 
Gordon TAFE, Victoria. Susan has taught digital 
communications to Marriage Celebrants all over 
Australia for the past decade and has extensive 
knowledge of the needs and difficulties that 
Celebrants face in the current climate. She has 
been a mentor and coach to many Celebrants and 
continues to work with couples and families to help 
them mark the most important moments of their lives.

Susan’s session will be interactive and will allow 
participants to engage and ask questions about  
all the issues they have faced with building a profile 
and getting work through Facebook and other  
social media.

Michael Elwood had a career of more than 35 
years as Chief Executive of various arts, charity and 
disability organisations including the Australian 
Youth Orchestra, the Adelaide Symphony Orchestra, 
the Australian International Documentary (Film) 
Conference and Market, as well as Down Syndrome 
South Australia. He retired from fulltime employment 
in 2013.

Michael was appointed a Celebrant in 2009 and 
is a busy Wedding and Funeral Celebrant. He is 
very committed to raising and maintaining the 
professional standards of Celebrants and has been 
a member of the AFCC Celebrant Education sub-
committee. Michael is an experienced and successful 
public speaker, presenter and Master of Ceremonies. 
He brings to his work the ability to adapt to any 
occasion, flexibility and empathy and an easy-going 
good humour to ensure that all people feel relaxed, 
confident and comfortable. We are fortunate to also 
have Michael as our Master of Ceremonies for the 
2022 National AFCC Conference. 

Rehearsals for weddings can be a critical part of the 
success of the event – well done, they help calm the 
nerves and give the wedding party the confidence 
necessary to ensure that the ceremony runs smoothly. 
There are so many aspects to effective rehearsals 
and regardless of whether there is a wedding 
coordinator on site, Celebrants should be prepared 
to run a rehearsal, be responsive to the demands and 
logistics of the site, the size of the wedding party 
and the preferences of the bridal couple. This session 
will seek the input of participants in canvassing the 
various factors to consider. 

Celebrations Issue 125
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Kirrily Mitchell 
Legal	Considerations	

Anthony Burke 
Writing a Unique Ceremony  
Which	Truly	Reflects	the	Couple

Kirrily Mitchell is the principal Solicitor of Kirrily 
Mitchell Law. Kirrily has expertise in commercial 
and taxation law, in particular: structuring, stamp 
duty, business sales and acquisitions, commercial 
agreements and advice, companies, trusts, 
superannuation funds, not-for-profit entities, estate 
and succession planning. 

Kirrily also runs Document Shop. Document 
Shop provides a full range of legal documents for 
establishing and running business and investment 
structures. In addition, Kirrily has been a Registered 
Marriage Celebrant since 2007. Kirrily will focus on 
ensuring we comply with all legal requirements in our 
role as a Celebrant. 

Over 12 years’ experience as a Celebrant, Master of 
Ceremony, Speaker and Coach allows Ant to have an 
understanding of working with people from all walks 
of life; he has built his business based on working 
with people. His philosophy is – if you be yourself, 
you allow your clients and others to be themselves.

As a Celebrant, Ant has performed over 1500 
weddings and 500 funerals. He has worked with 
clients with diverse backgrounds, so every wedding 
and every funeral is different. Coupled with his 
passion to celebrate love, care for families and create 
opportunities for others, Ant is enabled to do what 
he absolutely loves.

Taking an authentic approach has seen Ant speak as a 
motivational speaker and as a business coach. He has 
helped many individuals and business owners around 
Australia, New Zealand and in the UK. Whether it be 
small personal goal setting, leadership skills, public 
speaking, motivation, business growth or any other 
need, Ant ensures his clients are personally equipped 
with the skills and knowledge that will allow them to 
grow as an individual, team and business.

Ant is heavily involved within his community 
as a leader in charity work, as an elected local 
government Councillor and he sits on various 
professional boards and committees. He is currently 
the AFCC National President and is so proud to be 
part of that amazing association. 
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Arman Abrahimzadeh OAM

Jane Doyle OAM
Panel	Session	Facilitator

Arman Abrahimzadeh OAM became an anti-domestic 
violence campaigner after losing his mother to 
domestic violence in March 2010. Together with  
his sisters Atena and Anita, in September 2015 they 
founded Zahra Foundation Australia in their mum’s 
honour, an organisation that provides financial 
literacy and economic empowerment for women 
fleeing abusive homes. He is an ambassador for  
Our Watch and the Deputy Lord Mayor for the City  
of Adelaide.

A graduate of the Louis Laybourne Smith School of 
Architecture and Design, Arman currently works as 
a project manager for the South Australian Housing 
Authority. He was the 2016 SA Young Australian of 
the Year and in 2018 he was awarded an Order of 
Australia Medal for his efforts in tackling family and 
domestic violence.

Arman will join our panel discussion on developing 
skills to respond to challenging circumstances.

Jane Doyle OAM is one of Adelaide’s most respected 
and popular TV presenters. Jane Doyle is a familiar 
face in South Australia having worked in the media 
since 1980. A highly respected journalist across print, 
radio and television, she has presented the news on 
television for Seven News and ABC TV and presented 
programs on ABC Radio and 5AA.

Jane’s media career began in 1980 when she left the 
secure and relatively well-paid job of schoolteacher 
to take up a newspaper cadetship on trivial money in 
a Far North Queensland country town. In 1981 Jane 
moved to Port Pirie and was immediately employed 
part time on The Recorder newspaper. She also 
managed to convince ABC Radio to give her casual 
work as an announcer. Her love of electronic media 
was born.

In 1986 Jane took a six-week contract with ABC Radio 
in Adelaide. That first contract led to a permanent 
position and a role as the chief morning newsreader 
for ABC Radio as well as many other journalistic and 
announcing roles. In 1987, Jane was seduced by 
television, firstly as a relief news presenter and in 
1988, she was appointed as the Monday to Friday 
reader for ABC TV in Adelaide.

Jane left the ABC in 1989 to join Seven News and 
continued in that role while undertaking a wide range 
of other broadcast duties for Seven Adelaide. Jane 
has won numerous Clear Speech Awards as the Best 
Television News Reader, and in 2009 she was named 
Australia’s Best AM Newsreader at the Australian 
Commercial Radio Awards in Sydney. She is much 
sought after for her work as an MC, keynote speaker, 
facilitator and interviewer at corporate, community, 
and charitable events – large and small.

Jane will facilitate our panel discussion on developing 
skills to respond to challenging circumstances.

ADDITIONAL  
PANEL MEMBER  
PROFILES

Celebrations Issue 125
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REGISTRATION
Registrations opened on 1st March. 

Register before 2nd May and be in the  
draw to win a Jaycar PA system. 

Closing date for registrations is  
30th June 2022.

Registration Instructions
Please sign in to the members’ section of the AFCC 
website at www.afcc.com.au, Click on Events on 
the toolbar and select AFCC National Conference – 
Adelaide 24th to 27th July 2022.

Click	‘Buy	Now’	and select the events you would 
like to attend and the number of tickets. Check your 
selections carefully then click on ‘Add to Cart’ and 
‘Proceed to check-out’.

At this point you can identify any dietary 
requirements such as vegan, vegetarian, pescatarian 
etc if applicable. Then select ‘Check out’.

Your shopping cart with your total payment due will 
be shown. Enter your credit card details and select 
‘Place Order’, wait and your order confirmation 
will appear. Print this for your records and for tax 
purposes. You will receive an email from the AFCC 
Treasurer confirming your order and you will  
receive your event tickets via an additional email.

Over the subsequent days you will receive an 
email from our Conference team confirming your 
registration, your selections including any dietary 

requirements and inviting you to select four of the 
eight available breakout sessions. You will not have 
to do this at the point of registration.

If you have any difficulty with your registration, 
or if you are unable to pay by Visa or MasterCard  
(credit or debit card) please contact the AFCC 
Treasurer at treasurer@afcc.com.au	 

AFCC Member and Non-Member 
Conference Rates

• AFCC Member Conference Fee – $395.00.

• Non-member Conference fee – $600

• Non-member one day fee – $300

•  Welcome Cocktails in the Atrium on the ground 
floor, InterContinental Hotel – no cost to delegates. 
Accompanying Partner or Guest – $60.00.

•  Monday evening, cocktail welcome to the city 
from Lord Mayor Sandy Verschoor – no cost to 
delegates.

•  Tuesday evening – Come to the Cabaret Gala 
Finale Dinner – $115.00 per head, open to 
delegates and partners.

•  Wednesday Social Day – Hahndorf food, art,  
wine and retail tour – $85.00 per head, open  
to delegates and partners. 

AFCC Refund Policy
This policy can be found under Member Resources  
in the Member section of the AFCC website.

LUCKY DRAWS & SILENT AUCTION
• All AFCC members who register for the Conference 

will be entered into a draw to win a full refund of 
their 2022/2023	AFCC	membership	fee. The draw 
will be conducted during the AFCC AGM, held on 
Monday afternoon at the Conference.

• All AFCC members who register for the Conference 
will be eligible to enter the lucky draw to win a 
refund of their Conference delegate fee. The draw 
will also be conducted during the AFCC AGM, held 
on Monday afternoon at the Conference.

• AFCC Members registering prior to 2nd May 2022 
will be entered into a draw for the opportunity to 
win a JayCar PA System, donated by JayCar. This 
will be drawn on Tuesday afternoon. 

• Lucky	Door	Prizes – there will be many lucky draw 
prizes during main group sessions throughout the 
Conference. Delegates need to be there to claim 
their lucky door prize.  

• Come to the Cabaret Dinner Silent Auction – as 
well as an evening of entertainment, music, fun, 
dancing, scrumptious food, drinks and networking, 
the Cabaret Dinner will also feature a Silent Auction 
with some amazing offerings donated by a host of 
wonderful and generous sponsors. Payment can be 
made by cash or cheque on the night or by EFT at 
or following the Conference. AFCC Treasurer Susan 
Cade will be on-site to assist you with payments.
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CAR PARKING AT 
THE CONVENTION 
CENTRE – BEST PARKING  
FOR INTERCONTINENTAL HOTEL

The Adelaide Convention Centre, which is next 
door to the InterContinental Hotel, operates two 
convenient car parks, both located directly under 
the Convention Centre: the Riverbank Car Park 
accessible from Morphett Street and Montefiore 
Road Bridge via Festival Drive and the North 
Terrace Car Park accessible from North Terrace.  
Both are open 24/7. Payment is via card only,  
with the following general public rates:

Early	Bird	day	rate	(available	7	days)	for	entry	 
before	9:30am	and	exit	before	6:30pm	$16

Casual rates: 
0	–	1	hour	$7
1	–	2	hours	$11
2	–	3	hours	$15
3	–	4	hours	$17

$1	per	hour	for	each	additional	hour	to	a	
maximum	of	$29	over	a	24	hour	period.

Tram and train options are a very good alternative 
as both are adjacent to the InterContinental Hotel 
or perhaps a helpful friend or family member can 
drop you off.

ACCOMMODATION 
OPTIONS
Adelaide city abounds with accommodation choices, 
from luxury accommodation to less expensive 
options. For those who like to research their own 
accommodation options, anything located in the 
Adelaide CBD would be suitable. 

You may like to try through the links at Trivago, 
Wotif and Booking.com or any of the many internet 
booking sites as sometimes these websites offer a 
better rate. We would recommend that you check 
the proximity to the Conference venue if you find 
something online and not mentioned below. 

Below we offer some choices for your 
consideration:-

The InterContinental Hotel our Conference venue, 
North Terrace Adelaide, Ph: 8238 2400 adjacent to 
the Convention Centre, Torrens Lake, The Festival 
Theatre, iconic Adelaide Oval, Parliament House, 
SkyCity Adelaide Casino and the railway station. See 
its features on www.icadelaide.com.au 

For premium accommodation in luxury, comfort and 
elegance, and the convenience of being on-site for 
the Conference, click on the link below to book your 
accommodation at the special Conference rate of 
$175 per night. This is the only way to secure the 
Conference rate.

https://book.passkey.com/go/
AFCCNationalConference2022 
 
Some other accommodation options are  
listed below.  
 
Holiday Inn Express 
30 Blyth Street, Adelaide 

On a street that runs between Hindley Street and 
North Terrace. Approximately a 10 minute walk to 
The InterContinental. 

T:	08	8112	3000				F:	08	8112	3099	
Email:	tejas.amin@proinvesthotels.com	
www.hiexadelaide.com.au

Delegates please check website. $493 for three 
nights. Double Room with two single beds, or a 
Standard Queen. Breakfast included. Full buffet. 
Complimentary. Short walk to the Rundle Mall 
shopping precinct. 

The Oaks Adelaide Embassy Suites
96 North Terrace, Adelaide 

Approximately a 10 minute walk to The 
InterContinental. 

Reservations:	1300	721	514	
Reception:	08	8124	9900	
Email:	foembassy@theoaksgroup.com.au	
www.oakshotels.com

Delegates please check website. $201/night.  
Two persons sharing the cost – a bargain! This was 
the figure given to us but checking the website it is 
$151/night. Apartments – two bedroom. One king-
size bed, one queen-size bed. En-suite. Kitchen  
and laundry in apartment. 

Celebrations Issue 125
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The Grosvenor 
125 North Terrace, Adelaide

A more basic hotel, directly opposite The 
InterContinental. 

T:	08	8407	8888			M:	+61	(0)	409	862	021	
Email:	reception@grosvenorhoteladelaide.com.au	
www.grosvenorhoteladelaide.com.au

Delegates please check website. For three nights – 
$297. $387 for two adults with breakfast.

Superior room features – One queen-size, two queen-
size beds or two single with en-suite. Tea and coffee 
making facilities in rooms.

Ibis Adelaide  
122 Grenfell Street, Adelaide

10 minute walk to tram stop on North Terrace  
(free fare within the Adelaide CBD). Get off  
Adelaide Railway Station tram stop. Facing west,  
The InterContinental is on the right-hand side. 

Close to the Rundle Mall and East End shopping 
precincts. $348 for three nights. $402 with  
breakfast for one person or $456 with breakfast  
for two people. Full buffet. Standard Rooms  

– queen bed or two singles. 

T:	8	8159	5501
Email:	H8822-fo1@accor.com	
www.all.accor.com

Delegates please check website. Advantage  
of East End of Rundle Street for dining options. 

Majestic Roof Garden Hotel
55 Frome Street, Adelaide

10 minute walk to tram stop on North Terrace  
(free fare within the Adelaide CBD). Get off  
Adelaide Railway Station tram stop. Facing west,  
The InterContinental is on the right-hand side.  
Close to the Rundle Mall and East End shopping 
precincts. 

T:	08	8100	4400	 
www.majesticroofgardenhotel.com.au	

Delegates please check website. $510 for three 
nights for one or two persons. Variety of rooms with 
amenities. Advantage of East End of Rundle Street 
for dining options.

Remember: 

• Check the websites of the hotels. 

• Discounts may apply if booked early.

•  When booking, contact the hotels direct,  
not Booking.com, Expedia, etc. If there is  
a cancellation, it will be easier to deal with  
hotel staff. 

•  Early booking may be advantageous in that  
a lower rate may apply. Ask when booking. 

•  Prices may fluctuate leading up to July. 

•  Confirm the cancellation policy of the hotel.

PARTNER PROGRAM 
SUGGESTIONS
“What can I do while my  
Celebrant partner is attending  
the Conference?”
We know that many Celebrants and their partners 
come to Conferences together, often arriving early 
or staying on for a few days to enjoy a well-earned-
break together. We love to see the partners of our 
Celebrants at National Conferences, enjoying the 
Welcome Events and the Conference Dinners. But  
we don’t enjoy knowing that our partners are often 
left “at loose ends” during the Conference hours. 

The South Australian Conference Committee has put 
together a list of self-funded activities that partners 
might enjoy. If your partner has not attended a 
National Conference before, why not make Adelaide 
2022 a first. Browse through the links below:

Tandanya offers an insight into the culture of 
the local Kaurna people and is Australia’s oldest 
Aboriginal-owned and managed multi-arts centre. 
Tandanya is located in the Adelaide CBD and is  
open 9:00am to 4:00pm Monday to Saturday.  
www.tandanya.com.au  

16



How about a game of golf? North Adelaide Golf 
Course. There’s nothing more satisfying than a day 
on the green with a couple of friends, drinks, and 
good drives up the fairway. North Adelaide Golf 
Course sits just a few minutes’ walk from the city in 
the beautiful Adelaide Park Lands. Open for all to 
play	–	7	days	a	week. Whether you’re a complete 
beginner who’s keen for a few swings, or seasoned 
pro with a formidable drive, their three courses,  
from the gentle Par 3 to the championship South,  
will give you a great day out. To book go to  
www.northadelaidegolf.com.au/play

Explore an Opal Mine in Rundle Mall, in the heart  
of Adelaide’s CBD. www.uniqueopals.com.au 

Experience the thrill in the Jet Flight Simulator. 
You’re in the pilot’s seat, flying high and fast in the 
F/A-18 Super Hornet or Boeing 737-800NG, only  
just outside the City square at Unley.  
www.jetflightsimulatoradelaide.com.au		

Adelaide Gaol is known as the longest operating 
prison in Australia, (don’t worry, it’s closed now). You 
can take a day or evening tour of the gaol, located in 
the north-western parklands at Thebarton. Bookings 
are essential. www.adelaidegaol.org.au 

If chocolate is your “thing” visit Haighs for a yummy 
treat. Three stores are located in the city centre and 

the factory store is just 10 minutes by car from the 
InterContinental. If you would like to attend a factory 
tour bookings are recommended. 
www.haighschocolates.com.au	

The Botanic Gardens free tram will take you further 
along North Terrace, where you will find the  
South Australian Museum  
www.samuseum.sa.gov.au 
the South Australian Art Gallery  
www.artgallery.sa.gov.au and the  
Botanic Gardens.  

And the amazing Illuminate Adelaide Festival  
www.illuminateadelaide.com will be in its final week 
during our Conference. This is a major annual winter 
event taking over Adelaide’s city streets, laneways 
and buildings from 16 July to 1st August, celebrating 
innovation, music, art, technology and light. A 
wonderful and accessible visual experience.

For more information on all that SA has to offer, 
please visit SA Tourism	www.tourism.sa.gov.au	

If you prefer to stay “close by” to explore shopping 
and eating in Adelaide, please speak to the 
committee members at the Information desk for 
more information.

Illuminate	Adelaide	light	spectacular
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COVID19 
VACCINATION 
INFORMATION
Currently to attend events in Adelaide it is 
a requirement to show proof of vaccination 
status, either digital or printed. The Conference 
Committee will be updating any requirements 
for attendance at the Conference when and as 
required by SA Health.

The SkyCity Adelaide Casino sits next door to the 
InterContinental Hotel. If delegates or visitors 
wish to visit the Casino, whether to one of their 
many restaurants or to have a flutter, they will not 
gain entry unless they show proof of being fully 
vaccinated, including a booster. 

CONFERENCE 
PHOTOGRAPHER
Kieran Smith from Rexvil Photography has agreed 
to take headshots so that delegates can update 
their marketing material, websites, Facebook page 
and AFCC profile. Kieran will be located in the 
corridor adjacent to the main plenary room and the 
breakout rooms. Visit him there to book a timeslot. 
For directions ask the team at the Information Desk. 
Kieran will also take photos during the Conference 
and these will show on slideshows during the day  
in the main plenary room. 

THANK YOU TO  
OUR TOP HAT TEAM
We have been fortunate to have a dynamic, enthusiastic, committed and focussed Conference team who 
have been working hard to bring this Conference to you. If you have concerns or questions or need any 
assistance during the Conference please feel free to approach one of our Top Hat Team. They will be 
visible and ready to assist:

Gill	Potter	(Convenor)	 	 Chris	Byrnes	 	 Michael	Elwood	 	 Sandie	Meyer
Raelene Scott   Sue Feder  Kathy Speake   Kathleen Halliday
Joylene	Goldsworthy	 	 Michaela	Von	Der	Borch

For any further enquiries email Conference@afcc.com.au 
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